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Chapter 1
In the Beginning: 1917- World War II
When did it all begin? When did Australia become aware of Japan 
seriously enough to contemplate training its nationals in the language and 
knowledge of Japan? To answer these questions, one has to go all the way 
back to the beginning of the 20th Century.
The central issue for Australian diplomacy and defence during 
the 1901-39 was the threat of Japan and the search for security 
in the Pacific. (Meaney 1996:1)
Australia became a federation at the turn of the century and the 
Commonwealth of Australia was proclaimed in 1901. Not long after 
achieving this new status, Australia's attention was suddenly drawn to 
Japan. Japan emerged victorious from the war with Russia, the first victory 
by an Asian nation over a European power.
Secure in the thought of being a part of the British Empire and 
Commonwealth, Australia hitherto had been complacent, relying on 
Britain to safeguard its international interest. Japan's victory over Russia, 
however, rudely awakened the Australians to their vulnerability in the 
Pacific. The sense of isolation felt was particularly acute, as Britain's 
attention was turned at the time to more immediate matters in Europe. 
British naval forces were withdrawn from the Pacific in order to meet 
German challenges closer to home.
In World War I, Japan fought as a British ally. This action, however, did 
not lessen Australia's suspicion of Japan. Australians feared that Japan 
might take advantage of the war and further pursue its ambitions in Asia 
and the Pacific. The series of Japan's conduct towards China, Japan's claim 
on the German North Pacific islands, and Japan's pressure on Australia to 
adhere to the Anglo-Japanese Commercial treaty were all considered cause 
for alarm. For Australians, Japan's conduct posed not only a military 
threat but also ` a grave danger to its White Australia Policy' (ibid.:7).
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